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LIFE OP SIR WALTER SCOTT. 

(1771-1832.) 



WALTER SCOTT was bom in Edinburgh on the 16th of 
August 1771. He was one of the younger sons of a lawyer 
(Writer to the Signet, or W.S.), and was called after his father. 
His family belonged to the Scotts of Harden — a branch of the 
great Border family of Buccleuch. A fever which attacked him 
in his childhood, left him with weak health and his right leg 
shrunk ; and he was sent to the country, and allowed to roam 
about in the open air with little or no book- work to do. He 
took a great liking to the old ballads of Scotland — especially 
Hwrdyhnute — and would shout them all over the house ; while 
he was also a constant devourer of the books of romance and 
legend — ^the stories from which he would tell over again in the 
evening to his fascinated companions. Thus it was that his great 
power of story-telling began. At the age of twenty-one he was 
called to the Bar ; and in 1799 he was appointed to the office of 
Sheriff of Selkirkshire. He employed this position to make 
* raids ' into the Border regions, for the purpose of collecting the 
bsdlads and traditional tales of the country, and about this time 
he began to write poetry himself. The most important of his 
poetical works are TJie Lay of the Last Minstrel ( 1806 ), ManrUon 
(1808), The Lady of the Lake (1810), and The Lwd qf the Ides 
( 1816 ), the last of which has less merit than the others. When he 
thought that his vein of poetry had been worked out, and saw 
that Byron was beginning to attract the eyes of the reading 
world, he turned to the writing of novels, and in 1814 produced 
Waverley—Sk name which was afterwards given to the whole 
series. The failure, in 1826, of a publishing house with which 
he was connected, made him a bankrupt. Offers of assistance 
poured in upon him from every quarter ; but he declined them 
all, and set to work to wipe off his debts by the production of 
more novels. But his exertions overtasked his strength ; and in 
April 1831 he had a paralytic stroke. He did not remit his 
labour, even in the Mediterranean, where he went for change 
of air ; but stroke following stroke, he at length sank after 
reaching his home at Abbotsford, on the 21st of September 1832. 
His remains lie buried in Dryburgh Abbey, by the river Tweed. 
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ABSTRACT. 



The following is, briefly, the story of * The Chase : ' At early mom 
the stag is started in Glenartney, and is thence hotly pursued over 
the heights of Uam-Yar, through Cambusmore, over Bodiastle heath, 
across the river Teith, and past Loch Yennaohar and Loch Achray, 
to the deep glen of the Trossachs, where at length the hounds are 
baffled in the scent. Of all the hunting train, only one has followed 
the chase thus far ; but his gallant steed, now exhausted, stumbles in 
the glen, and falls to rise no more. Calling off the hounds from their 
vain pursuit) the solitary huntsman seeks his way out of the glen, 
and comes upon Loch Katrine as the sun is sinking in the west. 
Enraptured for a time with the romantic scenery in view, he then 
blows a blast on his horn in the hope that some of the hunting party 
may join him. Suddenly he sees a lovely maiden, 'the Lady of the 
Lake/ shoot out in a skiff upon the waters of the lake, from the deep 
wooded shore of an islet opposite ; and she, thinking it was the blast 
of her father's horn, rows across to meet him. Though startled at 
the sight of the stranger, who tells her of his mishap, the maid 
quickly recognises in his person the guest whose visit had been fore- 
told by the aged seer or bard of her father's household, and she 
invites him to their rustic dwelling on the island. 

[The huntsman is to be known in the meantime as James Fitz-James, 
the Knight of Snowdoun, but it is afterwards discovered (see Canto 
VL, stanzas 26 and 28) that ' Snowdoun's knight is Scotland's king,' 
James Y. This monarch often wandered in disguise among his 
subjects, either from a love of romantic adventure, or for the purpose 
of becoming better acquainted with the affairs of his kingdom. Some 
of bis meny adventures are celebrated in the old Scottish ballads ; 
and Scott in this poem has set him forward as the very beau-ideal of 
a chivalrous knight. During his minority the King was for some 
time under the charge of the Earl of Angus, a Douglas and the most 
powerful of the Scottish nobles. But in his seventeenth year James 
escaped from the custody of Angus, and assumed the reins of govern- 
ment. Angus was then banished from the court, and his estates were 
forfeited. He fled into England, whence he did not return till after 
the death (1642) of James. The island in Loch Katrine is represented 
as the temporary hiding-place afforded to the outlawed Douglas— an 
imaginary person in the poem — by his lrinaTn«.n Roderick Dhu, a 
Highland chieftain. The lovely maid Ellen, the daughter of tiiii 
Douglas, is the Lady of the Lake. ] 
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THE LADY OF THE LAKE 

307 LINES FROM CANTO FIRST. 



^he (Ika0e. 



The stag at eve had drunk his fill, 

Where danced the moon on Monan's rill, 

And deep his midnight lair had made 

In lone Glenartney's hazel shade ; 

But, when the sun his beacon red 5 

Had kindled on Benvoirlich's head, 

The deep-mouthed bloodhound's heavy bay 

Resounded up the rocky way, 

And faint, from farther distance borne, 

Were heard the clauging hoof and horn. 10 

II. 
As Chief, who hears his warder call, 
* To arms ! the foemen storm the wall,* 
The antlered monarch of the waste 
SpruDg from his heathery couch in haste. 
But, ere his fleet career he took, 15 

The dew-drops from his flanks he shook ; 
Like crested leader proud and high. 
Tossed his beamed frontlet to the sky ; 
A moment gazed adown the dale, 
A moment snufled the tainted gale, 20 
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A moment listened to the cry. 

That thickened as the chase drew nigh ; 

Then, as the headmost foes appeared, 

With one brave bound the copse he cleared, 

And, stretching forward free and far, 25 

Sought the wild heaths of XJam-Var. 

in. 
Yelled on the view the opening pack ; 
Bock, glen, and cavern paid them back : 
To many a mingled sound at once 
The awakened mountain gave response. 30 

A hundred dogs bayed deep and strong. 
Clattered a hundred steeds along. 
Their peal the merry horns rung out, 
A hundred voices joined the shout ; 
With hark and whoop and wild halloo, 35 

No rest Benvoirlich's echoes knew. 
Far from the tumult fled the roe, 
Close in her covert cowered the doe. 
The falcon, from her cairn on high, 
Cast on the rout a wondering eye, 40 

Till far beyond her piercing ken 
The hurricane had swept the glen. 
Faint, and more faint, its failing din 
Returned from cavern, cliflF, and linn. 
And silence settled, wide and still, 45 

On the lone wood and mighty hilL 

rv. 
Less loud the sounds of silvan war 
Disturbed the heights of Uam-Var, 
And roused the cavern, where, 'tis told, 
A giant made his den of old ; 50 
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For, ere that steep ascent was won, 

High in his pathway hung the sun, 

And many a gallant, staid perforce, 

Was fain to breathe his faltering horse, 

And of the trackers of the deer, 55 

Scarce half the lessening pack was near ; 

So shrewdly on the mountain side. 

Had the bold burst their mettle tried. 

V. 

The noble stag was pausing now. 

Upon the mountain's southern brow, 60 

Where broad extended, far beneath^ 

The varied realms of fair Menteith. 

With anxious eye he wandered o'er 

Mountain and meadow, moss and moor. 

And pondered refuge from his toil, 65 

By fax Loch Ard or Aberfoyle. 

But nearer was the copsewood gray. 

That waved and wept on Loch Achray, 

And mingled with the pine-trees blue 

On the bold cliffs of Benvenue. 70 

Fresh vigour with the hope returned. 

With flying foot the heath he spurned. 

Held westward with unwearied race. 

And left behind the panting chase. 

VI. 

Twere long to tell what steeds gave o'er, 75 

As swept the hunt through Cambus-more ; 

What reins were tightened in despair. 

When rose Benledi's ridge in air ; 

Who flagged upon Bochastle's heath. 

Who shunned to stem the flooded Teith— 80 
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THE LADY OF THB LAKE. 

For twice that day, from shore to shore, 

The gallant stag swam stoutly o'er. 

Few were the stragglers, following far, 

That reached the lake of Yennachar; 

And when the Brigg of Turk was won, 86 

The headmost horseman rode alone. 

VIL 

Alone, but with unbated zeal, 

That horseman plied the scourge and steel ; 

For jaded now, and spent with toil, 

Embossed with foam, and dark with soil, 90 

While every gasp with sobs he drew. 

The labouring stag strained full in view. 

Two dogs of black Saint Huberfs breed. 

Unmatched for courage, breath, and speed, 

Fast on his flying traces came, 95 

And all but won that desperate game ; 

For, scarce a spear's length from his haunch. 

Vindictive toiled the bloodhounds stanch ; 

Nor nearer might the dogs attain. 

Nor farther might the quarry strain. ' 100 

Thus up the margin of the lake, 

Between the precipice and brake. 

O'er stock and rock their race they take. 

vra. 
The Hunter marked that mountain high. 
The lone lake's western boundary, 106 

And deemed the stag must turn to bay, 
Where that huge rampart barred the way ; 
Already glorying in the prize, 
Measured his antlers with his eyes ; 
For the death- wound and death-halloo, 110 

Mustered his breath, his whinyard drew ; 
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But, thundering as he came prepared. 

With ready arm and weapon bared. 

The wily qnarry shunned the shock. 

And tamed him from the opposing rock ; 115 

Then, dashing down a darksome glen, 

Soon lost to hound and hunter's ken, 

In the deep Trosachs* wildest nook 

His solitary refuge took. 

There, while close couched, the thicket shed 120 

Cold dews and wild-flowers on his head. 

He heard the baffled dogs in vain 

Rave through the hollow pass amain. 

Chiding the rocks that yelled again. 

DC 

Close on the hounds the Hunter came, 125 

To cheer them on the vanished game ; 

But, stumbling in the rugged dell. 

The gallant horse exhausted felL 

The impatient rider strove in vain 

To rouse him with the spur and rein, 130 

For the good steed, his labours o'er. 

Stretched his stiff limbs, to rise no more ; 

Then, touched with pity and remorse, 

He sorrowed o'er the expiring horse. 

*I little thought, when first thy rein 136 

I slacked upon the banks of Seine, 

That Highland eagle e'er should feed 

On thy fleet limbs, my matchless steed ? 

Woe worth the chase, woe worth the day. 

That costs thy life, my gallant gray !' 140 

Then through the dell his horn resounds, 

From vain pursuit to call the hounds. 
B 
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10 THB LADY OF THE LAKE. 

Back limped, with slow and crippled pace, 

The sulky leaders of the chase ; 

Close to their master's side they pressed, 145 

With drooping tail and humbled crest ; 

But still the dingle's hollow throat 

Prolonged the swelling bugle-note. 

The owlets started from their dream. 

The eagles answered with their scream, 150 

Bound and around the sounds were cast, 

Till echo seemed an answering blast ; 

And on the Hunter hied his way. 

To join some comrades of the day ; 

Yet often paused, so strange the road, 155 

So wondrous were the scenes it showed. 

XI. 

The western waves of ebbing day 

Boiled o'er the glen their level way ; 

Each purple peak, each flinty spire. 

Was bathed in floods of living fire. 160 

But not a setting beam could glow 

Within the dark ravines below. 

Where twined the path in shadow hid, 

Bound many a rocky pyramid. 

Shooting abruptly from the dell 165 

Its thunder-splintered pinnacle ; 

Bound many an insulated mass, 

The native bulwarks of the pass, 

Huge as the tower which builders vain 

Presumptuous piled on Shinar's plain. 170 

The rocky summits, split and rent, 

Formed turret, dome, or battlement. 

Or seemed fantastically set 

With cupola or minaret, 
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Wild crests as pagod ever decked, 176 

Or mosque of Eastern arcldtect 

Nor were these earth-born castles bare, 

Nor lacked they many a banner fair ; 

For, from their shivered brows displayed. 

Far o*er the unfathomable glade, 180 

All twinkling with the dew-drops sheen. 

The brier-rose fell in streamers green. 

And creeping shrubs, of thousand dyes, 

Waved in the west-wind's summer sighs. 

xn. 
Boon nature scattered, free and wild, 185 

Each plant or flower, the mountain's child. 
Here eglantine embalmed the air, 
Hawthorn and hazel mingled there ; 
The primrose pale and violet flower. 
Found in each cliflF a narrow bower ; 190 

Foxglove and nightshade, side by side, 
Emblems of punishment and pride. 
Grouped their dark hues with every stain 
The weather-beaten crags retain. 
With boughs that quaked at every breath, 195 

Gray birch and aspen wept beneath ; 
Aloft, the ash and warrior oak 
Cast anchor in the rifted rock ; 
And, higher yet, the pine-tree hung 
His shattered trunk, and frequent flun^ 200 

Where seemed the clifEs to meet on high, 
His boughs athwart the narrowed sky. 
Highest of all, where white peaks glanced, 
Where glistening streamers waved and danced, 
The wanderer's eye could barely view 205 

The summer heaven's delicious blue ; 
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So wondrous wild, the whole might seem 
The scenery of a faiiy dream. 



xm. 
Onward, amid the copse *gan peep 
A narrow inlet, still and deep, 210 

Affording scarce such breadth of brim. 
As served the wild-duck's brood to swim. 
Lost for a space, through thickets veering, 
But broader when again appearing, 
Tall rocks and tufted knolls their face 215 

Could on the dark-blue mirror trace ; 
And farther as the Hunter strayed, 
Still broader sweep its channels made. 
The shaggy mounds no longer stood, 
Emerging from entangled wood, 220 

But, wave-encircled, seemed to float, 
like castle girdled with its moat ; 
Yet broader floods extending still 
Divide them from their parent hill, 
Till each, retiring, claims to be 225 

An islet in an inland sea. 

XIV. 

And now, to issue from the glen, 

No pathway meets the wanderer's ken, 

Unless he climb, with footing nice, 

A far projecting precipice. 230 

The broom's tough roots his ladder made, 

The hazel saplings lent their aid ; 

And thus an airy point he won, 

Where, gleaming with the setting sun. 

One burnished sheet of living gold, 235 

Looh Katrine lay beneaih him rolled, 



Digitized by 



Google 



OAITTO FTRBK. 13 

In all her length far winding lay. 

With promontory, creek, and bay. 

And islands that, empurpled bright, 

Floated amid the livelier light, 240 

And mountains, that like giants stand. 

To sentinel enchanted land. 

High on the soath, huge Benvenue 

Down on the lake in masses threw 

Crags, knolls, and mounds, confusedly hurled, 245 

The fragments of an earlier world ; 

A wildering forest feathered o'er 

His ruined sides and summit hoar. 

While on the north, through middle air, 

Ben-an heaved high his forehead bare. 250 

XV. 

From the steep promontory gazed 

The Stranger, raptured and amazed. 

And, * What a scene were here,' he cried, 

* For princely pomp, or churchman's pride I 

On this bold brow, a lordly tower ; 255 

In that soft vale, a lady's bower ; 

On yonder meadow, far away. 

The turrets of a cloister gray ; 

How blithely might the bugle-horn 

Chide, on the lake, the lingering mom ! 260 

How sweet, at eve, the lover's lute 

Chime, when the groves were still and mute ! 

And, when the midnight moon should lave 

Her forehead in the silver wave. 

How solemn on the ear would come 265 

The holy matins' distant hum. 

While the deep peal's commanding tone 

Should wake, in yonder islet lone. 
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A sainted hermit from his cell, 

To drop a bead with every knell — 270 

And bugle, lute, and bell, and all, 

Should each bewildered stranger call 

To friendly feast, and lighted halL 

XVL 

* Blithe were it then to wander here ! 

But now, — ^beshrew yon nimble deer, — 276 

Like that same hermit's, thin and spare, 

The copse must give my evening fare ; 

Some mossy bank my couch must be, 

Some rustling oak my canopy. 

Yet pass we that ; the war and chase 280 

Give little choice of resting-place ; — 

A summer night, in greenwood spent, 

Were but to-morrow's merriment : 

But hosts may in these wilds abound, 

Such as are better missed than found ; 285 

To meet with Highland plunderers here 

Were worse than loss of steed or deer, — 

I am alone ; — my bugle-strain 

May call some straggler of the train ; 

Or, fall the worst that may betide, 290 

Ere now this falchion has been tried.' 

XVIL 

But scarce again his horn he wound, 

When lo ! forth starting at the sound, 

From underneath an aged oak, 

That slanted from the islet rock, 295 

A damsel guider of its way, 

A little skiff shot to the bay. 

That round the promontory steep 

Led its deep line in graceful sweep. 
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Eddying, in almost viewless wave, 300 

The weeping willow twig to lave, 

And kiss, with whispering sound and slow. 

The beach of pebbles bright as snow. 

The boat had touched the silver strand, 

Just as the Hunter left his stand, 305 

And stood concealed amid the brake, 

To view this Lady of the Lake. 



NOTES. 

Abbreviations. ~A.S., Anglo-Saxon; Fr., French; Gr., Greek; Lat, Latin. 



STANZA /. 

DERIVATIONS. 

8. Midnight; midt the middles 

the middle of the night. ^Lair ; A. S. 

licgoHt to lie = a place for lying in. 

5. Beacon; A.S. beacen^ a beacon 
= something on a height to give warn- 
ing or notice. 

6. Kindled; Lat. candeo, I shine 
or bum = set on fire. 

8. Resounded; re^ back or agam, 
Lat sonus, sound = sound sent back. 

0. Distance; dis, asunder, Lat 
stans, from sto^ I stand = space be- 
tween two objects. 

MEANINGS. 

1. Drunk his fill, took as much as 
he needed. 

2. Danced the moon, the reflection 
of the moon on the rippling water, 

moved up and down as if dancing. 

Monan'S rill, the small stream called 
Monan. 

8. Midnight lair, his resting-place 
for the night. 

4. Lone aienartney, the solitary 

valley of Glenartney. Hazel shade, 

under the shelter of the hazel 
bushes. 

6. His heaoon .... Undled, the 



rising sun making bright spots on the 
mountain tops, like watch-fires. 

7. Bloodhound, a dog that was 
formerly used for tracking persons.—— 
Heavy bay, the deep hoarse roar of 
the bloodhounds. 

0. Faint .... home, not so well 
heard becaiise it was £uther off. 

10. Glanging hoof and horn, the 
sound of the horses' feet and the 
hunters' horns. 

STANZA II, 

DERIVATIONS. 

11. Warder; A.S. weardian, to 
guard, ert one who does something 
=5 one who guards. 

18. Monarch; Gr. monos, alone, 
archif rule = one who rules alone. 

16. Career; Fr. carriire, a course 
= a race. 

17. Crested; Lat mj/a, a plume of 
feathers = having a plume of feathers. 

^Leader; A.S. Uedan, to guide, 

er, one who does something = one 
who guides. 

18. Frontlet ; Lat from, the fore- 
head, with -letf meaning little = the 
forehead of the deer. 

19. Moment; Lat. momeniumf a 
moment 
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THB LADT OF THB LAKB. 



20. Tainted; Lat. iingfit I dqi or 
ttain. 

28. Appeared; Lat a^pareo, I 
appear. 

24. Gopee; Lat copare, to cuts 

wood cut at stated times. Oleared; 

Lat clarust clear. 



11. Warder, a man on guard. 

15. The antlered monarch, the 
stag's head is adorned with branched 
horns, called antlers* forming a sort of 
crown. 

16. Fleet career, quick race. 

IG. Flanks, the side of an animal 
from the ribs to the thigh. 

18. Beamed, branching like the 
branches of a tree. 

10. Dale, a long, narrow valley. 

20. Tainted gale, he scented the 
smell of the d(^ on the air. 

22. Thickened, grew louder. 

28. The headmoit fDei, those who 
came first 

24. Braye honnd, a very bold, big 

leap. Oopse he cleared, leaped 

over the thick brushwood. 

25. Stretching forward, running 
very fast. 

26. Wild heaths, hills covered with 
heather. 

STANZA in. 

DERIVATIONS. 

28. Oavem ; Lat cavtma, a cave. 

29. Mingled ; A.S. nungan, to mix. 

80. Mountain ; Lat. motu^ a moun- 
tain. ^Response ; tv, back or again, 

and Lat spondeot I answer =s to 
answer back again. 

84. Joined ; Lat jungOf I join. 

87. Tumult; Lat tumultust from 
tumeo, to swell = a swelling nobe. 

88. Oovert, r^, together, Lat <7/rm, 
I cover — a hidden place. 

40. Bout, Lat ruptuSf broken = 
order broken. 

4L Piercing; Yr.^ercer, to pierce. 

44. Returned; re^ back or again, 
Fr. ioumeTt to tum= to come back. 
IilTlHi a waterfall. 



46. SUenoe ; Lat «£2w, I am nlent, 
ence, sUte of being = state of being 
alent. 

MBANING8. 

27. Tened on the view, yelled as 

soon as they saw the stag. Opening 

pack, the first of the dogs spreading 
themselves across the valley. 

28. Bock . . . hack, the cries of the 
dogs were echoed back from the moun- 
tains, glens, and rocks. 

29. Mingled sound, many different 
noises. 

80. Awakened mountain, the 
noises disturbed its stillness. 

81. Bayed . . . strong, the loud, 
hoarse cry of the dogs. 

82. Steeds clattered, the noise of 
the horses' hoofs. 

88. Peal, th« blast of the hunting 
horns. 

86. Hark . . . halloo, cries uttered 
by the hunters. 

86. Echoes knew no rest, echoes 
were constantly sounding. 

87. Far ftom the tumult, far 
from the din of the hunters, dogs^ and 

horns. Boo, a smaller kind of 

deer. 

88. dose .... doe, the female 
deer lay down in her hiding-place. 

89. The fUoon .... eye, the hawk, 
perched on the high rock, looked down 

in astonishment at the himt Oaim, 

a pile of rocks or stones. 

4L Her pierdng ken, her keen 
power of seeing. 

42. The hurricane, the speed and 
noise of the hunt is compared to a wild 

storm. Had swept the glen, the 

hunters' horses and dogs had rushed 
rapidly through the valley. 

48. Its failing din, the noise grow- 
ing fainter. 

44. Betumed .... linn, the 
sounds were echoed or sent back from 
the sides of the hollows, rocks, and 
narrow ravines. 

46. Silence . . . 
district became 
again. 



. still, the whole 
perfectly quiet 
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STANZA IV. 

DBRIVATIONS. 

47. Silvan ; Lat sihat a wood. 

48. Dlltlirted; dis, asunder, Lat 
iurda, confusion or crowd. 

60. Olant ; Gr. iigas, a giant = 
a man of extraordinary size. 

61. Ascent ; ad, to, and Lat. 
scando, I climb = that which has to 
be climbed. 

54. Paltering; Lat. /alio, I de- 
ceive ; here means failing. 

66. Tlraokers; Lat. tractum, from 
troMCf 1 mark or draw; er, one who 
= one who follows marks which have 
been made. 

MEANINGS. 

47. SonndB Of sUvan war, the noise 
made by the hunters, the hunt being 
most frequently in woods. 

40. Boused the oayem, filled the 
cavern with noise. 

61. For ere ... . won, before they 
reached the top of the steep slope. 

62. mgh . '. . . sun, it was by this 
time mid-day, and the sun was right 
overhead. 

63. Staid perforce, not able to go 
farther. 

64. Was fain .... horse^ was 
glad to give his horse time to rest. 

67. Shrewdly .... mettle tried, 
severely tried their strength or spirit. 



STANZA V, 

DERIVATIONS. 

69. PatUdng; Lat pausut a pause, 
ing^ = act of stopping. 

62. Varied; Lat varius, different. 

Realm; Fr, realme, a kingdom 

or province. 

63. AnzionS; Lat angv, I press 
tightly. 

66. Pondered; Lat /Mdus, a 

weight; here means, thought of. 

Beftage; re, back, Lat^jw, I flee 
s a place to flee back to. ' 



71. Vigour ; Lat vig^ffr, strength. 

72. 8imnied;A.S.ir>MnMM,tokick. 

MEANINGS. 

60. Southern brow, near the top of 
the mountain on the south side. 

61. Broad extended,- a great 
extent of country. — Par heneath, 
down in the valley. 

62. Varied realms, consisting of 
fields, hills, woods, and rivers. 

63. With anxious eye, he looked 
earnestly to see which would be the 

best place to flee to. ^Wandered 

o'er .... moor, his eye glanced over 
the whole district 

66. Pondered refuge, thought of 
taking refuge in either of these places 
from the hunters. 

66. Loch Ard, a loch in Perthshire. 

^Aberfoyle, a narrow valley in 

Perthshire. 

68. That wept on Loch Achray ; 
the dropping of the plentiful dew, 
caused by its nearness to the lake, 

is compared to weeping. Looh 

Aohray, a loch between Katrine and 
Vennachar, west of Callander. 

69. Mingled with the pine-trees ; 
the mountain Benvenue was thickly 
planted with a mixture of pine-trees 

and low bushes or underwood. 

Blue, the pine-trees had a bluish colour 
as contrasted with the brighter green 
of the underwood. 

70. Benvenue, a mountain on the 
south side of Loch Katrine ; means 
middle mountain, being midway be- 
tween Ben Lomond and Ben Ledi. 

71. Ftedi .... returned, he 
seemed to get more strength when he 
saw a chance of escape. 

72. With flying foot, running with 

great speed. The heath he 

spumed; the action of the stag's 
hoofs on the groimd as he ran, seemed 
like kicking the ground. 

78. With unwearied race, did not 
seem to get tired or lessen his speed. 

74. The panting Chase, the hunters, 
horses, and dogs were all getting very 
hot and tired. 
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STANZA VI, 

DBRIVATION. 

77. Despair; de, away from, Lat 
sperot I hope. 

MEANINGS. 

76. Twere long to tell, it would 

take a long time to telL ^Wliat 

Steeds gaye o'er, what horses were 
not able to go farther. 

77. Belns were tightened; the 
riders pulled the reins to stop their 
horses' speed, seeing it was hopeless to 
think of catching the stag. 

78. Benledl's ridge, refers to the 
shape of the mountain, which is long 
and flat topped. 

79. nagged, feU behind. 

80. Shuimed to stem .... Telth, 
were afraid to make their horses go 
through the River Teith, because it was 
swollen with the rain. 

88. Stragglers for, hunters 

far behind coming wearily one by one. 

86. Waa won, was reached. 

STANZA VI L 

DERIVATIONS. 

87. Zeal ; Gr. zilos, from zed, I 
boil = boiling or passionate ardour for 
anything. 

88. PUed; Gr./ifc>6j, Ifold. 

90. Embossed; em, to make, Fr. 
bosse, a swelling = the foam stood 
out from its body like swellings. 

92. Labouring: Lat labor, labour, 

«V. act of « act of labouring. 

Strained; Lat stringo, I stretch 
tight, exerted itself to the utmost. 

94. Ctonrage; Lat. cor, the heart = 
that which keeps the heart from being 
afraid. 

96. Traoes ; Lat iracius, drawn = 
markings. 

96. Desperate; de, away from, Lat 
sperot I hope. 

98. Vlndiotlye; Lat vindico, I 
take revenge, iw, able to = able to 
take revenge. 

99. Attain; a, to, Lat tango, I 
touch = to reach or gain by an effort 



100. Qoaixy; Lat coraia, the 
intestines of a slain animal, because 
these parts were thrown to the dogs. 
Quarry here means the deer. 

lOL Margin; Lat. margo, an edge 
or border = the edge or border of the 
lake. 

102. Predploe; Lat >«r<r^>*, head- 
long, from pre, before, and ca^, the 
head = any steep descent 

MEANINGS. 

87. Unbated zeal, his eagerness 
to reach the game had not grown less. 

88. PUed .... steel, used the 
whip and spur. 

89. Jaded, tired, wearied. 

91. Every .... drew, his breath 
came in gasps owing to his being so 
tired with the race. 

92. Labonrtag stag, the stag run- 
ning with difficulty. Strained 

view, struggled on just before their 
eyes. 

94. Unmatohed .... speed, they 
were more courageous, less easily 
tired, and ran quicker than any other 
breed of dogs. 

96. On bis flying traces, foUowing 
the marks left by the stag in his 
flight. 

96. All but won, almost caught 
the stag. — ^Desperate game, it was 
as if the stag were running a race in 
which his own life was the stake. 

97. Hannob, part of the side between 
the ribs and the thigh. 

98. Vindictive tolled, they were 

determined to get up with him. 

Stanob, they stuck to their work 
steadily. 

108. Stook, something stuck or 
thrust in = the stems of trees or 
plants. 

STANZA VI IL 

DERIVATIONS. 

106. Boundary ; Fr. bonne, a limit ; 
ap, place where = plgce where the 
limit is. 

106. Deemed: A.S. deman, to 
think. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CANTO FIBST. 



19 



100. 



Lat. m$ihr, to 



112. Pnpared; /fv, before, Lat. 
ParOt I set in order = to set in order 
beforehand. 

116. Opposing; oh, against, Lat. 
P<mo, I set or place, ing, act of = the 
act of setting against, or in the way of. 

119. Solitaiy; Lat solust alone; 
ary, state of being = being alone. 

120. Couolied; Fr. couc^er, to lie. 



UKANINGS. 



"blgt, Ben- 



104. That 
venue. 

106. Lone, solitary. 

106w Tom to bay, face his enemies 
in despair to try and fight them. 

107. Huge rampart, the mountain 
looked like an immense fortification. 

Barred tlie way, prevented the 

stag from going farther. 

108. Olorylng in tlie prlie, making 
sure the prize would be his. 

HI. HlB wlilnyard drew, prepared 
his hunting knife to strike the blow. 

114. The wily qnarry, the cunning 
stag. 

118. Daihlng .... glen, ran 
wildly down the dark valley. 

117. Soon .... ken, they no 
longer knew where he was. 

118. Wildest nook, where he was 
least likely to be found. 

110. Solitary refuge, lonely hiding- 



120. Olose oonohed, lying close to 
the ground. 

122. Baffled, unable to find the 
stag. 

128. Bare throned .... amain, 
rush at full speed through the 
valley. 

124. That yelled again, that 
echoed the baying of the hounds. 

STANZA IX, 

DBKIVATIONS. 

126. Vanished; Lat. vantsco^ I 
pass away. 



128. BZhantted; tx, out, Lat. 
hauria, I draw. 

129. Impatient; im, not, Lat 
PatioTi I bears not able to bear or 
suffer. 

13L Labours ; Lat. lahor^ toil 
188. Bemorse ; re, again, Lat mor' 

deot I bite = a biting again, or the pain 

of guilt. 
184. Expiring; ex^ out of, Lat 

s^rot I breathe = the act of breathing 

out one's life. 

MEANINGS. 

126. To Oheer them .... game, 
to encourage them to search for the 
stag. 

127. The nigged dell, the unequal 
ground in the valley. 

128. Ezhansted fell, dropped down 
from want of strength. 

129. The impatient rider. He was 
anxious to continue the chase. 

183. Tonohed .... remorse, 
grieved at his having pressed his horse 
so hard. 

186. When first .... Seine, when 
I first rode thee in France on the 
banks of the River Seine. 

187. That Highland .... limbs, 
that thou shouldst die here, and thy 
carcass be left to be devoured by the 
eagles. 

188. Matohless, without match or 
equaL 

189. Woe .... day, I wish the 
day and the chase had never 
come. 

STANZA X. 

DERIVATIONS. 

141. BesonndS; re, again, Lat 
sono, I sound = to sound again. 

143. Pnrsnit; ^o, forth, Lat 
tequort to follows to follow forward. 

148. Prolonged; >fv, forth, Lat. 
longuSi long = being lengthened out. 

164. Comrade; Lat camera, a 
chambers a companion or chamber 
mate. 

166. Paused; Lat pausa, a stop. 
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166. WondrotlB ; A.S. vmndor, sur- 
prisei ffus, full of = full of surprise. 

MBANINGS. 

141. His horn resounds, he sounds 
his horn again. 

142. Vain pursuit, useless chase. 
14a Back .... paoe, came back 

slowly, scarcely able to walk after the 
long race. 

146. With .... orest The 
hounds were ashamed at not being 
successful, therefore they hung their 
heads. 

147. Ding^, a narrow hollow be- 
tween hills. 

14& Prolongod .... imgle note. 
The horn continued to sound through 
the narrow opening. 

152. Eoho .... Mast The rocks 
sent back the sound^till it seemed like 
another horn answering the first one. 

168. Bled, hastened. 

164. Ckmirades .... day. Some 
of the other hunters. 

166. Wondrons scenes, he was sur- 
prised at the beauties of the district 
through which he was walking. 

STANZA XL 

DERIVATIONS. 

167. Ebbing ; A.S. ehba, an ebb or 
flowing back, ing^ act of = the act of 
flowing back. 

162. Ravines; Lat. ra^na, from 
rapiot to seize = a deep narrow moun- 
tain-pass worn away by a torrent. 

164. Pyramid; Gr. pyramis — z, 
solid figure ending in a point 

165. Aliniptly ; ab, off, LatrwiwA'. 
I break = breaking off in a sudden 
manner. 

166. Pinnaole;Lat.>iVMa,afeather, 
Ut little s a slender turret 

167. Insulated; Lat. t$isula^ an 
island, o/f, to make = made an 
island of. 

168. Native ; Lat naius^ to be bora 
=: being bom in that place. 

170. Presumptuous; pre^ before, 
Lat. ttmiOt I take ; here meaning to 



act forwaidly. ^FUed; Lat /«&, a 

ball ; means here heaped up. 

17L Summits; Lat ^mmm^, high- 
est = the highest point 

172. Turret; Lat turris, a tower, 
*tt little = a little tower on a building, 

and rising above it ^Dome; Lat 

datmts, a house = a structure raised 
above the roof of laige buildings, 
shaped like a bowl. 

174. OupOla; Lat cuptt, a cup = a 
dome, a cup-shaped vault on the sum- 
mit of a tower. 

176. Architect; Gr. arcki-t chief, 
tekidftf a builder = one who designs 
buildings and their erection. 

17& Lacked; Lat laxus, looser 
were in want of. 

170. Disiflayed ; Lat dis, apart, 
plio, I fold = being unfolded or 
spread out 

180. UnfiathomaUe ; «», not ; A.S. 
feethm, a measure = not able to be 
measured. 

18L Twinkling; A.S. twtccian, to 
sparkle, ing, aa of = act of spark- 
ling. 



157. EhUng days the setting of 
the sun. 

158. Level way, the sun shining 
horizontally across the valleys. 

159. Purple peak, the bluish colour 
of the hills, derived from the light of 

the sun on the heather. Flinty 

spire, sharp rocks standing up like 
towers of churches. 

160. Living fire, the rays of the set- 
ting sun made the hills seem on fire. 

165. Shooting abruptly, rising 
suddenly straight up from, the 
valleys. 

168. Native bulwarks, natural 
means of defence. 

169. Builders vain, they failed in 
their intended plans. 

170. Presumptuous piled, daringly 
built up, thinking to reach heaven. 

174. Minaret, a slender tower. 

175, Pagod, usually pagoda^ a 
house for idols. 
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176. HOflqiie, an Eaatern place of 
worship. 

177. Earth-born oastles, rocks in 
the shape of castles. 

179. Shivered brows, the rocks 
splintered by lightning. 

180. Olade, a bright opening in a 
wood ; here meaning the tangled paths 
in the forest. 

181. Twinkling With .... sheen, 
sparkling with the shining dew. 

182. Brler-rose .... green, the 
climbing plants had taken root in the 
high rocks, and hung down, waving in 
the breeze. 

188. Thousand dyes, of many dif- 
ferent colours. 

184. Summer sighs, the soft wind 
of summer. 

STANZA Xlf. 

DBRIVATIONS. 

185. Boon; Lat. bonus, good. 

Nature; Lat. naius, bom; here 
meaning, the creating power. 

187. Embalmed; Fr. embaumer, 
to perfume. 

100. Bower; A.S. bur, a chamber 
= a shady recess in a garden. 

192. Emblems; Lat. emblima, in- 
laid work = a type. ^Punishment ; 

Lat. puHtre, to punish. 

194. Retain; re, back, Lat. teneo, 
I hold = to hold or keep back. 

200. Frequent; Lat frequtns, 
occurring often. 

206. DeUdons ; Lat delicitr, luxury 
= full of delight 

208. Soenery ; Lat. scena, the stage 
of a theatre s general look of a land- 
scape. 

MEANINGS. 

185. Boon nature, kind nature. 

186. The mountain's ohlld, having 
its home in the mountains. 

187. Embalmed the air, made the 
air sweet with its scent 

190. Nairow bower, a place to 
grow in. 

194. Weather-beaten, marked and 
stained by many storms. 



196. Blroh and aspen wept, hung 

down their branches as if in sorrow. 

Aspen, the trembling poplar. 

197. Warrior oak, so named from 
its strength and firmness, or from so 
many ships of war being built of 
oak. 

198. Cast .... rook, took root in 
the opening^ of the cliffs.— '^Anohor, 
anything that gives security or firm- 
ness. 

200. Shattered trunk, trunk torn 

by storms and lightning. ^Flung 

his boughs athwart .... sky, 
spread his boughs across the opening 
between the rocks. 

208. White peaks glanced, the 
highest peaks, white with snow, 
were glistening in the sun. 

206. Oould bartiy .... blue, the 
cliffs were so close that, looking up, 
the hunter could scarcely see the blue 
sky. 



STANZA XI I L 

DERIVATIONS. 

211. Affording ; A.S. forthian, to 
further. 

21S. Veering: Fr. virtr, to turn, 
ing, act of = act of turning or chang- 
ing direction as the wind. 

214. Appearing; ad, to, laX.pareo, 
I come forth = the act of becoming 
visible. 

218. Channels; Lat. canalis, the 
bed of a stream of water. 

220. Emerging ; e, out of, Lat. 
mtrgo, I plunge = the act of coining 
into view. 

221. Enotrcled; en, in, and Lat. 
circulus, a circle = inclosed in a 
circle. 

222. curdled ; A.S. gyrdan, to gird 
= being bound as with a girdle. 

228. Extending ; ex, out, Lat. 
tendo^ I stretch = stretching out 

224. Divide ; dis, asunder, Lat. vid, 
to separate = to part asunder. 

226. Retiring; re, back, Fr. Hrer, 
to draw = drawing back. 
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MKANINGS. 

809. 'Oan peep a narrow ixdet, 
a narrow strip of water showed itself 
among the trees. 

21S. Through thiokets yeering, 
winding about, and disappearing at 
times in the wood. 

215. Tnfted knolls, hillocks covered 
with grass and flowers; 

216. Dark-blue mirror, the water 
was so clear, that it served for a mirror. 

220. Emerging .... wood, coming 
out from amongst thickly growing trees. 

221. Waye-enoiroled, surrounded 
by water. 

222. Moat, a deep ditch round old 
castles, which could be filled with 
water, to prevent the entrance of 
enemies. 

224. Divide .... hill, the small 
heights are separated from the larger 
ones by the broadening waters. 

226. An inland sea, a stretch of 
water in the midst of land. 

STANZA XIV, 

DBRIVATIONS. 

227. liMnie ; ex^ out, Lat. ire^ I go 
= to go or come out. 

280. Projecting; ^o, before, Lat. 
jaci4>t I throw, m^s: throwing before, 
jutting out. 

282. Saplings ; Lat. m/a, new wine 
boiled thick = a young tree being so 
called from being full of sap or juice. 

285. Bumished; A.S. byman, to 
bum = being bright. 

288. Promontory; /w, forward, 
Lat. monSf a moimtain = a headland 
or high cape. 

289. Empurpled ; em^ to make, and 
Lat, Purpura^ a very dark red colour 
= being made a dark red colour. 

242. Enohanted ; en, on, Lat canto, 
I sing =: being acted on by songs. 

245. Confusedly; coh, together, 
Lat. /undo, I pour = being poured 
together in a confused manner. 

246. Fragments; Lat. Jractust 
httHtmn, /rangOt I break; mtni, that 
which is s that which is broken eff. 



MEANINGS. 

227. To issue firom the glen, to 

come out of the narrow valley. 

228. No pathway .... ken, he 

can find no road leading farther. 

229. With footing nice, with care- 
ful steps. 

280. Projecting predpioe, a steep 
rock jutting out from the mountain 
side. 

231. Broom's .... made, he fixed 
his feet on the roots of the broom, as if 
they had been the steps of a ladder. 

232. Lent their aid, helped him to 
climb. 

238. An airy point, a point far up 
the mountain. 

284. Gleaming .... sun, the rays 
of the sun shining on the water, and 
making it glitter. * 

235. Burnished .... gold, the 
water seemed like highly polished 
gold. 

289. Empurpled hrlght, the sun on 
the heather makes the islands a bright 
purple colour. 

240. Floated amid .... light, 
the light on the moving water made 
the islands seem to move about. 

241. Qlants, of extraordinary size. 

242. To sentinel, to keep guard 

over. ^Enchanted land, it was so 

beautiful, he thought it must be fairy 
land, and that the big mountains were 
put there to guard it. 

243. Benyenue .... mounds, the 
rugged sides of the mountain were 
reflected in the water, as if pieces of 
rock and masses of earth had fallen 
from the mountain into the lake. 

246. Confusedly hurled, thrown 
here and there without any plan or 
arrangement 

24& Fragments .... world, 'as 
if they had been parts left from some 
world which had existed before this 
one. 

247. A wilderlng forest, bewilder- 
ing, in which one would lose his way. 

Feathered o'er, covered the 

mountain as eloiely, to all appearance, 
as feathers cover the birds. 
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84a Snmnitt hoar, the snow- 
covered top of the mountain. 

249. mdllle air, very high up in 
the clouds. 

26a ForOhead liare, the top of 
Ben-an had no trees on it 

STANZA XV. 

DBRIVATIONS. 

252. Raptured; Lat rapio^ I 
seize = being seized or carried away^ 
by extreme delight 

254. Princely ; Lat. prince^s^ first, 
ca^t to take = taking the first place. 

^Pomp ; Fr. pomp€—Qt. pompi^ to 

send = a sending, then, a showy pro- 
cession. 

268. Cloister; Lat clattdOt I shut 
= a place where nuns or monks are 
kept 

260. Ungerlng; A.S. lang^ long, 
ingt act of = the act of remaining long 
in any state. 

262. Chime; Lat cymbalum, a 
cymbal = the harmonious sound of a 

musical instrument ^Mute ; Lat. 

mutuSf dumb. 

263. Lave ; Lat. lavOf I wash. 
265. Solemn; Lat soU*mnist 

serious. 

866. Matins; Lat. matutiHUS, be- 
longing to the morning = morning 
prayers. 

267. Commanding; com^ together, 
Lat mandartt give in charge, order = 
ordering. 

269. Sainted; Lat sancius, holy. 
—Hermit; Gr. erimos, solitary, 
desert = one who lives in solitude or 
in the desert 

270. Bead ; A.S. bi^dan, to pray = 
a ball used in counting the prayers 
recited. 

272. Bewildered; he, about, A.S. 
Viildem, a wilderness = being led 
away or perplexed. 



MEANINGS. 



rock 



251. Steep promontory, 

rising straight up. 

252. Raptured and amased, in 
aitonished admiration. 



858. What a loene, what a fine 
place this would be. 

254. Prlnoely pomp, the grandeur 
of a prince. — —Chnrohman's pride, 
the pride of a priest of high rank. 

255. Lordly tower, a noble castle. 
856. Lady's bower, a beautiful 

chamber for some fair lady. 

258. Cloister gray, a monastery or 
place where monks live. 

259. Blithely, lightly, pleasantly. 

260. Chide .... mom. blow early 
as if to awake the light of the morning 
and make it come sooner. 

861. Lover's lute, an instrument 
suitable for accompanying the anging 
of love songs. 

262. Still and mute, at rest and 
silent 

268. Moon .... wave, the reflec- 
tion of the moon on the water looks as 
if she were dipping herself in it 

266. Holy matins, religious morn- 
ing service. 

267. The deep peal, the sound of 
the bell of the monastery, which might 
be built in the distant meadow. 

268. islet, a small island. 

869. Cell, a small roughly built room. 

870. Knell, a single peal of the bell. 
272. Bewildered stranger, one who 

has lost his way. 

STANZA XV L 

DBRIVATIONS. 

274. Wander; A.S. weutdrian, to 
wander. 

279. Canopy; Gr. cdndption, a 
covering over a bed. 

284. Abound; Lat abundo, I over- 
flow. 

291. FalOhlon ; Lat falx, a sickle 
s= a short crooked sword. 

MEANINGS. 

274. Blithe were It then, it would 
be very pleasant 

275. Beshrew, a curse on. 

NlmUe deer, fleet stag. 

276w Thin and spare, simple and 
little of it 
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S77. nie oopM mutt gtye, he 

would have to eat such nuts or hemes 

as he might find in the woods. Mj 

erenlng fure, my supper. 

278. Some .... mvit be, I must 
sleep in the open air. 

270. Some . . oanopy, my only 
covering will be the fluttering leaves 
and the branches of the oak trees. 

280. Pass we that, let us pass that 

by. The war restlng-plaoe, 

the soldier and the hunter should not 
be too particular where they sleep. 

288. Were .... merriment, will 
be a good joke to tell my companions 
to-morrow. 

284. Hosts, entertainers. 

886. Better missed than found, 
one would rather escape from than 
meet with. 

288. Hlg^iland plnnderers. High- 
land robbers. 

20a May betide, may happen. 

20L Falohlon .... tried. I have 
ere this time had to defend m3rself 
with my hunting-knife. 

STANZA XVII. 

DERIVATIONS. 

200. Damsdl; Fr. ^^^nwMwA a page, 
a little dame or girL 



SOa. OOBOealed ; con^ together, Lat. 
celot I hide = hidden completely. 

MKANINGS. 

205. Slanted .... rook, the 

branches of the oak hung over the 
water as its trunk was bent towards 
the lake. 

206. A damsdl gulder, a young 
lady rowed it 

207. Skiff, a small boat. Shot 

to the bay, was rowed towards the 
opening in the land. 

200. Led Its deep Une, bent in far 

into the land. ^In graoeftd fweep, 

prettily curved. 

800. Eddying .... wave, the 
ripples on the water were so. small as 
to be hardly observable. 

SOL WlUow .... to lave^ 
the bending branches of the willows 
touched the water. 

802. And kiss, with whlq^erlng 
.... SlOW> the plash of the water 
on the sandy shore is compared to 
kisses. 

803. Pebbles, small smooth stones. 

804. SllYer strand, the sand and 
stones were so white that they re- 
sembled silver. 

807. Lady of the Lake, the damsel 
who guided the boat. 



Edinburig^ : 
Printed by W. & R. Chambers. 
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